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and we must make these programs available 
to more people. By providing vouchers that 
enable those struggling with addiction to get 
help from a wide range of sources that work, 
including faith-based and community organi-
zations, we will expand treatment options and 
accountability. This flexibility will strengthen 
our system and offer more hope to those in 
need. 

My Administration has taken important 
steps to cut off illegal drug supplies and re-
duce demand through anti-drug education. 
For those who become addicted to drugs or 
to alcohol, my Administration is committed 
to tearing down the stigma attached to recov-
ery so that more people will seek the help 
they need. Alcohol addiction and drug addic-
tion are diseases that touch all Americans—
young and old, rich and poor, male and fe-
male. As a Nation, we must continue our ef-
forts to offer the best possible opportunities, 
settings, and approaches to prevent and treat 
alcohol and drug addiction. By caring for 
those who need treatment, we are building 
a more welcoming and compassionate cul-
ture that values every life. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2003 
as National Alcohol and Drug Addiction Re-
covery Month. I call upon all the people of 
the United States to observe this month with 
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of September, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 5.

Proclamation 7699—National 
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, 
2003
September 1, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
It is estimated that more than 25,000 

American women will be diagnosed with 
ovarian cancer this year and that more than 
14,000 will die from this disease. During Na-
tional Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month, we 
seek to increase understanding of ovarian 
cancer and the importance of early detection, 
and to recognize the advances made to elimi-
nate this disease. 

Early detection and education are critical 
to treating ovarian cancer. Today, only half 
of the women diagnosed with this disease are 
expected to survive 5 years or more. How-
ever, the 5-year survival rate for those whose 
cancer is detected early is more than 90 per-
cent. When the disease is discovered in its 
early stages, doctors are able to treat it with 
standard methods, such as surgery, chemo-
therapy, and radiation therapy. 

Researchers have made significant 
progress in developing screening tests that 
can accurately diagnose ovarian cancer. 
Much work remains, however, before we can 
reliably detect the disease in its earliest 
stages when treatment is most effective. I 
urge all women to talk to their doctors about 
ovarian cancer and the best course of action 
to detect and treat this deadly disease. Doing 
so is particularly important for women aged 
40 or older, those with a family history of 
ovarian cancer, and those with a personal his-
tory of breast, endometrial, or colon cancer. 
And I urge individuals across the country to 
learn more about this disease and what can 
be done to reduce the number of individuals 
who suffer from it. 

In addition to encouraging early detection 
and increasing awareness about ovarian can-
cer, we must continue to advance our knowl-
edge through research. Scientists at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, the 
National Cancer Institute, the Department 

VerDate jul 14 2003 23:58 Sep 08, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P36SET4.005 P36SET4



1138 Sept. 1 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2003

of Defense, the Food and Drug Administra-
tion, other Federal agencies, and private 
companies are working hard to discover the 
causes of ovarian cancer and to design more 
effective screening and treatment options. 
Through their research, we hope to learn 
how to reduce the chances of developing this 
disease, how to recognize it in its earliest 
stages, and how to successfully treat women 
in every stage of ovarian cancer. The vision 
and determination of these professionals, 
along with the courage of the women who 
participate in clinical trials, are helping to 
turn today’s research advances into tomor-
row’s success stories. 

My Administration remains committed to 
supporting research efforts to help find a 
cure for ovarian cancer. My fiscal year 2004 
budget proposal includes more than $5.6 bil-
lion for cancer research at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. This investment will lead to 
a better understanding of ovarian cancer and 
greater hope for women who suffer from this 
disease. Through education and continued 
research, we can win the fight against ovarian 
cancer and save the lives of thousands of 
American women. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2003 
as National Ovarian Cancer Awareness 
Month. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of September, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand three, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-eighth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 4, 2003] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 5.

Proclamation 7700—National 
Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 
2003
September 1, 2003

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Prostate cancer is the second most com-

mon form of cancer among men in the 
United States. This year alone, it is estimated 
that more than 220,000 new cases of prostate 
cancer will be diagnosed and that nearly 
29,000 men will die from this disease. During 
National Prostate Cancer Awareness Month, 
we seek to increase understanding about the 
risk factors of prostate cancer, the impor-
tance of a healthy lifestyle, and the benefits 
of detecting the disease in its earliest stages, 
when it is most treatable. 

Although the exact cause of prostate can-
cer is unknown, several factors have been 
found to increase the risk of developing this 
disease. Men aged 65 years or older make 
up about 70 percent of all diagnosed prostate 
cancer cases. In addition, a man’s risk of de-
veloping prostate cancer doubles if a father 
or brother has been diagnosed with the dis-
ease. 

Making healthy choices is critical to pre-
vent prostate cancer and many other dis-
eases. Research suggests that some men may 
be able to reduce their risk of prostate cancer 
by eating healthy foods and exercising on a 
regular basis. 

Early detection is important in successfully 
treating prostate cancer. Preventative 
screenings can reveal a man’s current health 
status and identify whether he needs to ad-
just his diet or behavior. I urge men, particu-
larly those over 50, to learn more about the 
disease and to talk to their doctors about 
when to start preventative screening. 
Healthcare providers can advise men as to 
which tests are most appropriate. Through 
early detection and treatment, we can reduce 
the number of deaths caused by prostate can-
cer. 

Today, our Nation is on the leading edge 
of new discoveries. As we continue to make 

VerDate jul 14 2003 23:58 Sep 08, 2003 Jkt 200250 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P36SET4.005 P36SET4


